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ABSTRACT , \/ S T
The hlstory of the growth. of public education for the
black masses, including: tgplcs such as racial attitudes toward black
education, the financial problems facing black schools, and the
political pressures that . led to the developnent of a systen of
educatlon for blacks, is traced and dlscussed in this paper’ -- 3

out of which blag¢k profe551onals will develop« Generally p essional
classes bedin to appear ‘among blacks to‘a substantial degree after
the Civil War. The appearance of a class of black professionals ~~.
depends upon the presence of a perm1551ve educational climate and the~
development of black educational institutiods which evolve chiefly ]
fronm n1551onary and philanthropic efforts during the Reconstruction
Period. A true class of black professionals does not exist in
Savannah, Georgia prior to the 1880's. There had been -black teachers,
mlnlsters, and physicians in Savannah bgfore 1880, but they grow in
number in this decade. In addition, during the 1880'5 those blacks in
the professional classes are largely college graduates. They are
" conscientious and set the tone of the black community. These
professionals often are not only successful at their professions, but
also assume 9051t10ns of leadership in civic affarx§. (luthor/ku)
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¢

THE EMERGENCE OF PROFESSIONAL BLACK SAVANNAHIANS:

-

K : 1865 «\i?oo

Blacks of Chatham County, were as desirous of acquiring educa-

EQ127390

P

tion as they were of accumulating wealth. As slaves,-they had

been denied the opportunity’for education: Ip\§770, Georgia péss—
- - .

ed a law providing for a fine of $20 for teaching slaves to read

-y

and write. This law was followed in 1829 by another that provided

. 3 - H
for a fine of $500 for any person caught teaching -Blacks to read

or write, and, as mentioned previously, in §ome'cases the penalfyA»
might be a public whipping. Savannah supplemented the state laws
S . in 1833 by .adopting an ordinance pro@idiﬁg‘that any person caught

teaching Blacks to read and write should be fined $100, and if a

Black, bé‘given thirty-nine lashes. In spite of these laws, some

g

-) " whites taught Blacks. Appreciative sgilors, for instance, taught
. : : - . e
- Ulysses S. Houston to read and write while he was working in the
@

Marine Hospital. Some slaves attended‘schoofs-taught by free

\'t

.U{D olg 2|3

1844. Jane Déveaux, a free Black taught Blacks segfnetly in ‘her

Z

~
»

home f;qm/1836 to 1864. The Reverend James M. Simms, a Black

ministér, taught Bla&ks\to re%d’hnd write ip/the 1840's, qespite‘.

. )

/ _/l,_ 2 :




the law forbidding it. H& was whipped publicly w _nlcit‘ i . ¥

/teachinr until

- -4

cials Aiscovered him. Undeterred, he continue
. : ;

ne.and went|to . . & .

he was fined $100. ’He refused to pay theA

_Boston where he stayed throughout the Other Blacks . R }

taught by whites attended class/se ions in clandestine fashionr,

Susie K. Taylor was taught to ad by white classmates, but she.

,alﬁays went to class in fe " She wrapped her books\in paper

-

so that whites would tiink she was carrying,hex‘lunch. Before

the whztes wpuld,t ach Miss Taylor, they made .her solemnly pro- .

nise, that she ould ‘not reveal the source of her educatlon to’ .

the exceptldn of “her mother. e <1 VRN \\zx

EXOm 1833 to 1850, public sentiment on the education of

es changed rad1cally in Savannah and all Georg1a7 Inflggb,

F. C. Adans, a wh1te liberal wrote a ser1es of articles: for '

-~

the Savannah Mornlng Vews advocatlnc the education of glaves as

a’ means of 1ncrea51ng "their value and making them more loyal to °

\ -~

the1r nasters . The Georgia Agr1culturalﬂﬁonventlon d1>cussed

the subject in 1850, and in 1851 1t petltlon%d the lqglslature

for permlsslon to educate slaves. 1In 1852, the Georgla House -

of Representatlves passed a’ bill repea11ng the 1829 law, wh1ch~

/ > .
the Senate reJected by a narrow marg1n. yubllc sentlmknt had \T\\\\f\\\\\

t ~

changed in Savannah because it wa's more dlfflcult to prevent
‘ - ' /’ i . ~

Blacks from learnlng to. read 1n a c1ty,.and becausexso many mas-
~ .

ters 51mply broke the law. As a result of the change in senti-

ment, c1ty off1c1als began to 1nf11ct‘11ghter punlshment on
Blacks caught teaching slaves. When offlcaals dlscovered 1h the )

1350' “that James Porter, a. free Black was teachlng Blacgsvto

1‘.

read and wr1te in hlS music school they dec11ned to PfﬂiSh him.




: . - ~ -
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- Despite legal restrictions and despite contentions on the

. part of Southerners klke John C: CalHoun fhat Blacks could not

v

be educated Black slaves had¢rece1ved eaucatlon in varrous parts

of the South. It s remarxable “how frequently Ehe laws‘agalnst
. "‘« e P

the .teaching of Blacks were disregarded. Whltes became excited*

over the d1str1but10n of abolition literature 'in the South but

\

. tney gave little real attentzon to preventing slaves from learning

*
~

%o read and write. Some owners taucht their slaves: themselves \

In some cases, wheil owners -were opﬁosed to the1r slaves' rece1v1ng

’

1nstruct10n the owners' children taught them. ‘\” v <

A

while, some Blacks had acqulred a rudlmentary educatlonaas . y

LR

slave more than ninety percent'were illiterate in 1865a Although

Georgla did- not make any provisions for tax- supported schools until

-

1870, Chatham County recelved a charter from the leglslature to *
eSLabllsh public schools for white ch11dren in 1866. Because of
f1nanc1a1 problems and puollc 13d1fference, the Chatham County o

Board of Education did not In, to establlsh schools for Blacks-

2

until 1872. From 1865 unt&l 1872 Blacks and Northern missionaries

nade/strenuous efforts to eddfate Blacks. A few days after Sherman
"\\

lllllll

-

, tionm, and a finance committee. - In January, 1865 ‘John W. Alvord,

secretary of the Amerlcan Tract Soc1etx, and. James, Lynch, agent
" of the American Missiomary Kssoclation and later Mississipbi'secne-
tary-of state, together with John French, examined candidates for ‘
teaching positions, and found ten Blacks competent to teach. Ac-

)

quiring the use of Bryan's'Slave Mart and the Oglethorpe House |

B A
‘e

N .

from Genetal John~w. Geary, the Savan7hh Educatgonal Association

a "

-




opened two SChOO;S on January 1o, 1865 with-about five hundred
{7 .
students., raeks also nad Black Board of Education to deter-‘

- ,ft_. ’
« nine school policies, but thls board was just an extention of

-

* the Savaanah EdUC&LlOﬁ ASSOClatlon -which colkscted and’ spént

b900 ror educational purposes in igs’ first year of. operatlon.
. After the ClVll War nowever, many m1551onary~m1nded indi- '

vlduals aqd agenties 301ned Blacks in their efforts to prOV1de

‘ .

‘an educatlon IOT every Black ch11d Answering appea1§qfrom James
“ ' ’
Lynch and John Alvord, kor&hern~a1d societies sent teacherg\and

~

supplieskéolsavannah. The American Tract Society sent a supply /

Es &z Qooxs. In Apr11 1865, .Reverend S. Magill, agent of the Ameri- /

I
an W1S%}OnaTY‘ASSOC¢at10n and a native of .Georgia, brought books //

*

and‘teacuers to supply the Savannah Education ASSOClatlon school

.

/énd to- open o;hers ‘By. fhe en& of 1865, the .American Missio

ASSOCl&thE—WaS rlnan61ng flve schools, the New York Society of -

Frlends and the NaQ&onal Freedmen s Aid SOC1ety two, aﬁd/the New

L

Enolaqd Freedmen s Ald society “one school, -in Chatham County. -
The Meehddlst Church and the Cathollc St. Joseph's Slsters opened

/' schools in 1869.{\ It must_be-remembered that most Black schools

L] ¢

had poor facilities, inadequate supplies, and too few teachers,-but

» 14
.

BlackSPattended.%he'schools in larger and_largér numbers. Those

el responsiblé for extablishrno these schools‘madelaH;ﬁgnificant
contrlbutlon to the adjustment of Blacks com1ng out of slavery

" -The subJects most genera1ly tahght were spelling, read1ng,
writing, and arlthmetlc. Grcnmar, geography, history, mu51c, and

sometlmes seW1ng were taught. in some of the advanced classes.

. The @eachers used a variety-of textbooks. Perhaps the only common

- <
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textbook used’ by a1l wa's the Blble Other textbooks incldded:

Davies' Pr1mary Arlthnet"c, Monteith' s Geography; Parker and

Watson's Réader' 1he \atloﬂal First and Second Reader; McGuffey s

aeader, Callus & FlLChe s eographz Barnes and Burr's Reader'
and Lander's- Eeller. /ﬁ:st of the teachers re11ed heaV1ly on
oral 1nstruct10n. Many of the students were taught be 1ncompetent

teachers in small ill—equipped classrooms, but the schools of the

Savannan EduCatlon Association and the American M1s51onary Associa- -~

tion generally had well- -trained teachers and adequately equipped

o~

classrooms. 4 ' ¢ ,

The 1nlt1a1 desire of the Blacks for edg&itlon‘imﬁresséd B

.

_many observers. John Alvord wrote on January 11, 1865, that

Blacks in Savannah had '"a pas31onate desire for education.“sf

On March® 25, 1863 the Savannah Republican noted the "earnest

ness and avidity Wlth which these liberated people seek infor-

matlon. All nanifest a des1re to learn.” 6 Slmllarly, Charles

'y

Coffin wrote that Blacks in Savannah were "eager to obtaln know-

ledge. "7, As. a result of their eagerness to learn, the\}ducatlonal

efforts of the offlcers of the Freedmen's ‘Bureau and agents of

northern societies had little dlfflculty in convincing Black v

-

parents of the importance of educatlon.
Some of the Black's who conducted private schools also told

of the eagerness with. wh1ch the’ Blacks sought edycatlon. Susle ]

.

K~Taylor, who, as mentloned was secretly taught to read sa1d

¢ ' ‘
that -Blacks showed an "unexpected desire" to learn in 1862 In

that year, Vorthern soldiers transferred Mrs. Taylor and other

Blacks from Savannah to St. Simons Island when the'Unlon bombarded
. d bt 5 ‘ . -

s,




s . - : s . ) )
Fort Pulaski. When the captain of the ship trameporting the ° L

as i Str CtOt‘Of the other Blacks aboard the sh1p 'The captain

sec Te books\and supplied from the North, and Blghks on St.
- . r
S Simons Island stud1ed with great interest, even during the turmoil

i
- of war.-8 After the war- ended Mrs. Taylor opened a school in her

-~

home in' Savannah. She enrolled twenty students and charged one

dollar per month for each pupll The ;tudents seldom missed pay- .

N

1ng\phe dol 4r, and some had to be turned away because Mrs, Taylor

could t handle more than‘twenty/ Several other private schools
- / A
had/many eager Black students,EQ:j’, ' . 7

Accordlng to E An\pooley, superlntendent of the Freedman's<
/
Bureau_ schools, a number of schodls wer:/%stabllshed to take care

of thé large number of Blacks who sought/ anf education. Northerners'

// establlshed schools in the basement of the Flrst Afr1can E/ptggt
Church, and Blacks used the’ facilities of ‘the Georgia/lnflrmary

after p ic schools began. Other schools 1n lSOE/fncluded‘thev'x .-

% o

P Lamar and Andrew Sbhool at Andrew Chapel Bryan School at the F1rst
! X .
Bryan Baptist Church; the Oglethorpe School, located at ‘the f“/»f

Oglethorpe College bulldlng., SuperlntenEEnt Cooley\reported that

-

I 4
there were about 450 puplls who attended the Oglethorpe--school
. RS
. daily, 250 females and 200 males, The ages of thixjtudents§range o
'8

2 4 “u

from five to twenty years. After a VlSltltO the © ‘ethorpe SchooZ,

Cooley noted that ¢he students devoted about £ive hours dally to .
<% / f
their studies. Thby took their lessons serlously and apparently
N \f"—"‘f"
10

appreclated the free educatlon that Oglethorpe School offered’ them.’

The Ogle/horpe School soon out-grew its physical facilities and

moved to the Style Building, at 18 Fahm Street, the“home of the

Q - - © : N 7
L3 ~ . ) )
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Oglethorpe Wealcal Colleve durlng the Civil War.

B The Blacks were proud of tnelr schools and had great respect -

for thelr teachers. Black adults encouraged their chlldrep to

‘ .
o A ' ~ N

attend school and @atriéulated in large numbers themselves. . For
example, one week after Reverend Magllycopened a school in one of

the Black éhurches in April’ 1865 300 ch;ldren and 118 women,en-

. +

rolled. i After Lh&lr Lnrtlal restlessness in class, many of the

~

chlldren began studylng w;th great, eagerness and made commendable

1 1 3 « . ’ /
procress. N
X —~ . .

ane/s 11 Chatham Couney had mixed emotloﬁs about educatlng

“

the Blacks. Some ofrthem strongly opposed educatlon for Blacks; . '

-

Southerners relt/;hat tHe "New“England school mams'" would teach -

Blacks about sogial equality. Some of the '"school maris" feared

A

that theﬁ%wo «d be attacked by enraged whites, but-there is no .

jﬁd*Be\sure. This small group of whites reagoned that demands of
justice required education for Biacks,_w ich would help advance

them to a plane equaI:with other citizens. A few thought that Blacks

.should have aceess to educatioﬁ'because uninstructed and free,
& ., ,\/ e
they WOuld constltute a grave danger to society. " Some argued that

rudlmentary tralnlng'wa\ necessary to equlp the Blacks to perform )

- T
the common i\\\mlto which nature had con51gned them. Scattered /




_that they gave axd to the mlsslonary soc1et1esu . N

‘ earn your wages in labor, to secure it to yourselves to use ‘it in o

:fqr schools The general att1tude, however, was one og 1nd1fference.

Whites dld not greatly care 1f Blacks obtained educatlon as long

were unable or unwilling to educate their own children. For in-

' stance, only 675 of Savannah’s 2 ,000 white chlldren of school age

' age'of funds, books, supplles, and school roomsx The Freedmen's

1nd1v1duals were $0 favoraoly dlspose

“toward the new education’
13° PN

In fact there were s6me whltes 1n Savannah who. openly advocatedl

\ ¢ !

the educatlon of the freedom © Elias Yulee, who taught 1n a Black :\'

school in 1873, advised Blacks in 1868 that 1t was thelr duty “to .

K
)

the promotlon of your happlness, the educatlon of your children,

and.the support of your churches.”, k‘?é/‘%lanters, bow1ng to-

pressure from Black tenants, donated land and bu11d1ngs to the Blacks

. E S

w

as the white man hlmself had an educatlon. Many whltes, however,

/
o — : S //
:
‘~\y .

were attendlng school in 1865. Nevertheless, whltes generally re-

fused to send their childréen to the Black schools, there belng only

ten whlte students in the Black schools in 1848. . < ,j
Confronted by wh1te 1nd1fference from 1865 to 1872, the Blacks.

ma1nta1ned their .schools with dlfflculty There was a chronic short-
— ¥

£

—_ ‘ .
Bureau helped to reliewe the shortages by furnishing provisions to
. , 8 . : ‘

the teachers fogether with rent-free buildings. Black ministers . ) )

~

helped to relieve the building shortage by allowingéteachers to ; -

hold classes in their churches. A number of Blacks ran private

’




P
“

L S o
 Site in Savanndh. In‘1867,/the Freedmen's Bureau built Beach

-~

Inst1euee on thg.site at a cost of $13,000. In'the s ame Year‘
¢ ’ !

the Savannah Education Association added al$3 000 teachers' home

h ] -
/
to t’ae ‘institute. 15 S ] . .

Since tnefe/uef few quallfled Black\eeachers when. Beach
Institute opened in 1867 nost of the faculty was made up of

. whites fron the Vorth Not more tﬁan three members of the fac-'

(/’ulty were Black Tﬁls did not dlsturb those Blick famllles who,

sent their children to Beach Institute, for most/of them were

¢ '

Upper-class Blacks who patterned their lives after whltes; and

consequently felt that whipe teachers could do a’Better job of

16 ' : _ : /

i

edﬁEEting“iheir children.

!
/

Beach Institute included primary and intermediate departments.

1)
>

Thére were also gfammar, element@ry,‘and normal departments.
text books used included Appleton s Reader Robinson's Ari

's eoorthX Reed and Kellogg s Grammar, Barnes Un?ted States

- €

5 Lcomls' Algebra, - Gray s otanz Coleman s Alcohoi and Hy-

Gow s Morals and Wanners, Steele's h251ologz M ury's

» ) / !’
" Beach Instltute reflected the strong Purltan inf ug;ce of its

sponsor, the Amerikcan Mlss1onary Associlation, The s hgol adminis-
! /

-~

2 ©  Any jtudent arr1V1ng on campus after $:00 A. M was not/ellowed to

/ERIC ' .10

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC
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. %
a enter, for the gates closed at exactly that time. "Special arrange-

ments" had to be made with the pr1nc1paI if a student expected to
/ c -

. " 18 -
. come to\campus a@ the gates were closed. : P

> When Beach, Enstltute opened in 1867, numerous private schools
nnnnn \

i :
1n homes were forced to clOse. For 1nst£\“er Susie K. Taylor lost N |

{
1

the majority of her students because Beach Institute held n1ght

sesslons, whlle $t111 offerlng its regular ‘sessions during the. day.’
~—— .
It was'exgected however, _hat many Blacks would‘leave the pr1vate //

schools sirice the institute offered a wider variety of courses and

-
-

" employed better-trained teachers. Surprisingly, Beach Institute

charged an.aVérage of ‘only oné dollar per month, approximately.the
.. e . :
same amount Blacks "flad paid private tutors, ? ‘ 1 )
J i
/n The financial, problems facing Blacks. Schools in genetral were

/

more difficult .to solve than those of a classroom shortage.: Though .
, / o ; , :
students were charged tuition.at some schools, supﬁliesnhad to be
N R -

-obtained for the schooys from other revenue. The freedmen and the
aid societies had to paf ﬁonthly teachers'.salarles rang;ng from
§15 to $35 for 38 teachers in 1865; 21 tegchers in 1868; and 17 ..

teachers in 1870. ’Still, the monthly tuition of §1 td $2,50 charge
" by most schools placed a'heaby financial burden on Black pafbnts.-' : .
.
: In'gbne rural areas the schools had to - be supported almost entirely '//

L4

by Northern aid soc1et1es. The later decllne of Northern financial ' .«

support left an even heaV1er burden on - the Blacks. By 187T;7thé /,/

i
only s'ocieties whlch malntalned schools in Chatham County gre the

v ‘American Missionary A$;0C13t10n ahd the St: Joseph' Slsterg. VF,W .,
L4 7
" . wof the small, under- equlpped haphazardly Tun pr1vate schools ‘estab-

lished by Blacks 1asted more than four years. Thus, the number of,




<

| """ ) ~ - . ‘.
e 1870. Slmllarly, the numher of Black.students declined from 1,877

in 186/,5, to 672 in 1870, More tham 8,000 Savannah Blacks over ten”. -

years of age were not able to read 1n 1870. 20 . o *.‘.L ot
_With the decllne in Vorthern support Blacks began to put  ° : ‘y/’
pOlltlcal pressure on the Chatham County Boardpof Bducatlon tQ-or- : //x
AN v A 4

ganize public schools for Blacks. Complalnlng that they receéived
nothing for poll taxes that they pa1d in the 1870's Blacks® heid mass

/meetings where they vowed not to . wvote for candldates for c1ty offlce

- -

who opposed public educatlon for Blacks This pressure from Blacks -

-

(resulted in a change in the negative att1tude of some whites toward

s -

the education of Blacks. One reason for the development of a more T

" favorable atkitude toward th education of Blacks was ,the fact ‘that-
| \ ~
throughout the 1870 s/Blacks paid more poll taxes than whltes and L

these poll taxes were used to support schools. B1acks regularly re-

m1nde§.c1ty gfflclals of’thls fact.

As & result: of polltlcal pressure and the.change in_ publlc>——~*~“’“’
attltude,'%h 1872 the Board oﬁﬁgduqatlon«began’tbfcons1der the estab-
llshment of public schools for Blacks. There was correspondence that _ ]

year between the Board of Education of Savannah.and the Amerlcan

.

Wlsslonary Assoclataon 9f New York, relatlve to the establlshment of o

e ‘schools for Black children in the city and county. " The Board tried .

/

. to _gecure the Beach Inst1tuxe building For the purposée of establlsh-

ing a free publlé schoor for B}ack chlldren..l On August 15, 1872 } ‘ >.

6-
board members met w1th William Claghor/J/a veterlnary surgeon\ _

P

William Pollard -a baker, and other promlnent Savanna Blac¥s~land’ /;7"1‘
/\ 24 s " )
deC1déd to try to convance the Amerlcan Mlss;ofa;, Assoc1atlon to /'// .

» =]

transfer Beach Instltute to -thie board A committee was- appo;jted/to\ o
. Y

T R




the terms upon which the Board of Education could ob- |

inguire ‘about

/ .

tain phé Inskgitute fon\;ﬁe purbose of edﬁcating Black childrép. The =

board  received a“letter from.the Americén‘Missionary Association
. ! N

i ¥ e
N

! through its secretayy, C. M. Cravgxh<\faking the following, pro- .

-

~

" .positiom: . - ’ T - .
That if they (the Board of Education)-will employ Mr.

A. N. Miles, the Superintendent, and his corps of - >
.teachers at such salaries as are paid to other teachers *
in the city schools,.and make Beach Institute a- free
/" public school, we will grant’ the usé of-<the building
and .school- furniture and apparatus without rent for
coe e the ‘coming ye;r. 22 ‘ '

[
. .

N C . - c . . . “ . . .
- On Sepiémber 9, 1872, the board agreed to acgcept.Beach Institute
~ oo ' : ' g .
. for five years without.rent and to use ‘it for the free educatioh of

“
s

. R

f .:fiirBlack children in the dity and county. - The board then sent the ;’ ]

i

w'ican Missionary AsSociation its terms for accepting Beach @
- — - . LS .
« . - . - . . .
N ' 1. The buildjng, its appurtenances, teachers, pupills,
~. - . . etc., to be under sole\control and management of v
PP _.the Board|of Education’}s in the case of the public
. = -schools, gnd school houdes naw'under their direction.

AON 2. Mrinilesggthe present principal to be retained,, pro-
. ) vidéd he comes up to the requirements of the position . -
. L - ~ and affords satisfaction to the Board, but the posi-
L ) . tion to bé open to any competitor who may be superior
o v ‘to him in'fitness -for° the.place. .‘ PA
- S Yl
. 4 N S _ .
3. Salaries -of teache?a\appointed by thé Board.corres- - .
Co ) - - pond with those of similar grades in public schools,
s N — . but the number emgloyed'to be within the deseretion  ’
. ‘0f the Board. The Board will not bend itself to A
. ¥ake over the whole corps of. teachers now ip Beach
oo .« Institute (sic), even if they should come up to the
' ‘ .standard of requirements, the Board -reserves to it~
~" " self the right to divide the appointments with app-
S licants in our own midst who may prove meritorious
‘ and deserving. Savannah, having to foot the expenses
. o0f tuition, etc., involved in the education of child-
. o ren should have a representation’in the instruction
of the'same.

AN . ' s ' ' £ ‘ : ‘

e L8 : 4. The Board will not object the use of Beach Insti- R
Q tute, building for religious S¢fvices on thé Sabbath,. :

under the auspices of the Reve nd Robert Carter, or ° 13

o

.




_+on September 18, 1972.

.+ any other rellaele person prov1ded always that said
. religious servicé€s are not to int erfere with the reg-
_ular system of program involved in the school hours of
. the pupils, on occasions other than the Sabbath

S.The Board under the foregoxng arrangement w1ll\agree ;
to educate the colored children of the city, of Sava-
- nnah under the- same rules and regulations as are now

.or may hereafter become applicable. for the instruction,

of the wh%te children of the city, to the extent of

the capacity of ‘Beach Institute in its accompdat1ons' e

of pupils... During the Beard -control of Beach Institute, . °
f__‘ it will keep the bulldlng under proper Tepair, and

insurance. 23

~

- x R - : ~ R. D. Arnold Pre51dent

e . \ - " Board of Educatlbn

~ <

The American W1ss1onary Soc1ety decllned to accept the board’

terms. A reply turning down the., offer was sent to R1chard D Arnold
24 ' i
o i

» (%3
,

The board did not allow its failure .to secure the BeachfInsti-[

<

tute\to deter it from establishing some kind of educational system
for Blacks.: The boafrd's ,report for the follow1ng year 1nd1cated R

that a Black school was estabfished at the corner of Macon and L1n—

A} v

coln Streets, whith received a grant of $800 from Peabody Un1ver$1ty
Not a cent came from the state for this purpose. - Three hundred

. \ i N L\.—-—
fifty-four students enrolled. The board/also announced that a school

for Blacks was established in the western part of the city. Finally,

*
N ~ .

in 1875, the board cceeded in secur1ng Beach Instltute from the

*

4

Amer1can Mlss1onary Assoc1at10n 25 By 1875 ‘there were 2,070 Black -

~

‘students and 2,502 white Students in the publ1c 'schools, - In that

sdme year there were more than 3 600vBlacks and .1, 800 whites of

school age who weré not attending publlc schools. Whlle a large'num-“h

-

ber of white ch11dren’were in pr1Vate schools, mOst of the Black

(X3

children had noigchools‘to attend; Consequently, Blacks ‘continued R

to%petltion the Board of Education for more schools® for Black child-

X
. # i . . >
’ : Yk ‘ - .
. . J : W . v
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ren., In 1876, Blacks organized a fre;\private school in St James

Tabernacle fothiack children who were not’atte;ding.the ﬁﬁblic
school. 26 : ' L -
4

Savannah was. the flrst c1ty in Georgla to establlsh a pubhmc

. school. On December 18, 1866, an ordinance was enacted whlch estab—
&

LISHed the Chatham and Savannah school systen, for white chlldren ’
only, On December 28, 1866 a permanent Board of Education was

estaollsned for Savannan and Chatham County . In 1869, " the Board
Y

.ooerated the pub11c schools for white chlldren only, because the

?

m1s51onary SOCleLleS had not consented to a transfer of the Black

* y 27.

stadents under thelr 3ur1sd1ct10n. In Chatham Superior Court,

- 1n\0ctober 1878 the charter ox the Board of BducatLon of Savannah
» \ 7/

was amended so that its authorlty was - expanded to control Black
- public education. /The charter read in part:

It.is, therefore; ordered by the court that the charter
of the Board of Puhllc Education for Savannah and Chat-
m County be, and the'same bé here amended, so that
SGection first of the act of the' General Assembly of ap~
proved March 21, 1866 shall read: Whose désign and pur-
pose shall be the direction, management, and superinten-
dence of public education of all® ch11dren of African

: - descent as well as white children in the city of Savann-
' " ah and county of Chatham between the ages of six and |
eighteen years . P . TN

» . - s

Though the board's authority,was extended to control‘Black

educatlon in Savannah, money pToO

~ hY

. continued until the turn of the century. For 1nstance,,Super1nten-

dent W.°H. Baker admitted in 1872 that Black' schools created in ‘that

year weTe 1nadequate compared to white schools. He reported.%hat

the progress of Black students. ‘'was satlsfactory, but certainly not

good enough In his words ”They ev1nced an -earnest des1re to ob-

-

tain aéw'ducatlon and deve10ped a healthy att1tude for’ learnlng"

'ﬂbut much had to. be done before'Black schools could be brought up -

- ~ . . N <. . Pl \

LS

ms facing. the educatlon of Blacks .

911
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to the level/of gchools for whites. He asserted thatftwice the '
e ) ' - . v
aunber of Black students could ‘have been enrolled in school if

28

¢
the phyfical plant had been aﬁailable. Scthool reports for the

yearg 1873;through 1896 show virtually the same inadequacies of

sghool facilities 4nd lack of buildings for Black students., The

’

0

, B:zrd of Educatién continued to make dllotments for white schoois,

., #ytCmade snall prOV1s10n for/Black children. In 1892 classrodé

>

,7ispace was still a major problem At .least 800 students were .

’ turned away because of lack of roém in the .two ex1st}ng Black RN

schools. 29. Earlier, in L§;6 t superlntendent//eported that

k]

five new district schools wer ,constructed to take care of a11

Y

-~

white students, but only twWo were built for Blac even though the

: . . S e ‘ﬁr
number of Black students/;nrolled vitually equalled whites. §P- *
When the. superlnt dent '‘made” a visit to the public schools”

in 1894 and 1895, he- found writing neglected in the Black schools.

o *

The children had to kneel on the floor and write on their Seats. .

e scnool term in the county was shorter than in the 01ty The
whlte .«county school term was e1ght months, "and the B]ack school

term six nths. By 1895, -there were 36 county sc¢hools, 12 white, |

and 24 Black Institutions. These were 1ocated from three to five
miles apart so that ach community of the tounty~was within reach
of a school and- so that\ho child would pe compelledxto\zilk*more

than two and a half miles to school. Though there was a larger

-

number of schools for Blacks than for whites, Black schools’ were

generally.less adequate in every way, 51 ‘ B

.

-

The super1ntendent reportad for 1894 on a number of factors

that retarded the eff1c1ency of the publlc schools. '_

¥ "o . o - R . \
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The growing tendency ta engraft upon the public school
system every kind and variety of work appears to mg un- T
wise in thé last degree, and must necessarily result in ~
imparirfg the efficiency of thé schools. Cookery; em-
broidery s carpentry and many other things, however im-
portant ine¢themselves, do not legitimately come within
¢ the purview of public education.  There is no time nor °
room. Even as at present constitutéed, the curriculum  ~
. is too crowded. In the wvain attempt to teach 'so many
subjects, none is properly taught...7Is it not begter, K
to have a few things well, than to have a superficial,
and 4 meager knowledge of many? A continuance in the -
now popular idea of encumbering the course of study
N ‘ ~in our schools with a multiplicity of subjects;must in-.
evitably result in,.,a progeny of socialists. Several
causes stand in the way of efficiency.
1. Lack of funds. ‘ iy
5. Teachers have too many pupils to the class. \Therq
should not be more than forty to a class. Where

such large numbers’ are to be taught it foliows that

Y

. < the individuality of pupils cannot be respected. "And ~
o+ every true €ducator ﬁpows at what expense this is

ectedv DR . c
. - ,_37 The great preponderahce of female Over male tea;ﬁers
.~ in the schools is noted...for the highest developnqent
) - of mind and character, there are needed, also, the o
‘ hand and work of a man. In the management and instruc-~
tion of boys, especially, it is desirable to have male
s, teachers. The superior culture angwrefinementfof a
. lady too &ften fail to be appreciated. by this important
class of our.people. It is no universal thing for’
. superintendents to receive regquests from parents to
have their sons placed under“the discipline d tui-
. -tion of a man. Even in -the case of girls I think it
¢ ris important that at some point in their education,
', they should have the instruction of a male teacher.
Ninety percent of the teachers %n.ou;_schoogs are

* ladies.32

°

Blacks in Savannal also spoke:crﬂtitally of the peor con
of their schools.w For instance, Robert Wi Gadsden, ﬁ;Zo

East Broad Street School, qal;e&’att ntion to the fact that the
.Boar& of Education rented vardous places to house the Black pupils. ;.

Principal Gadsden said he ahd‘other,klack citizeQS urged the board

k]

to build a school for ‘Blacks, but tﬁe Board refused and rented part. '
. i - N " .
33 . ’ 4 N i *

hY

of ‘a church building ori Russel and Maple Streets.
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- ;The strongeSL,crlclcism of the inadequency of Black schools
@

came from Sol JohnsOH, edltor of the Savannah Tribune. In an 4 -

// ed1tor1al on OCLdeI 851892, he called attentlon to-the reluc-

......

¢
tange of the Boara of Education to\grov1de more faclllxles for
» (e -
. B‘ack children. Black cltlzens On numerous occa51ons selected

I3

-
an area where a scnool COULd be bu11L and presented the plan to

S
the board Eacn time the board members Sald that the area was '
L/

~ 3 ”»

too- small or- oave some other reason for not constructlng a school.

» Y »

Editor’ Joqnson concluded that Cnatham County was the second rich-

est county in Georgla. Sance this was the case,xhe could find

AL}

no praptlcal redson for the boara s refusal to pTOVlde befter .
. facilities for Blacks. If c1t1es like Augusta Athens, Macon,

and Rome could est ollsh falrly adequate rac111t1es ror Blacks,

o . 1
then Cnatham County snouLd be abfle to dos the same, he said. %4”

Jonnson cnarced that Blacks d1d not get thelr share of publlc

He’ clalmed that he had the names and addresses of num%rous

chlldreu who had been turned away from school because of the '

i3

lack of space. These chlldren WOuld now roam the streets, and .

“ s

_ some would probably become c¢rimingls. Johnson placed\the blame o
xfor this sad state of affairs squarely on the shoulders of the
Board of Education.’ Flnally, he noted that Blacks of Savannah were
not asklng all -new schools llke wh1tes, but Blacks unquestlonably

needed to have more of a share of the school funds.35 ) . ' ..

The Board of Educatlon did allocate more‘ﬁpnds to white ‘schools
¥ |

than it did to those for Blacks.  But it must be remembered that :
there were varied reasons for the lack of publlc funds for schools :
for both races. Four years of war ﬁad left Savannah exhausted The

d1ver51on of all energles to .the prosecutlon of the war depr1ved

.

i .
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- K
thg city any possThility of progress and left it impoverished.

© We had devestated wide areas, among them the most fertile soil

E»the south. In addition, a source of despair was the destruc-

}Lon ‘of the labor system upon which the plantation depended'36

I ﬁThese factors partlally explain the hesitation of whltesi

Y

i
in Savannah and Southerners in general to enbark upon any exten- .

' flve publlc school program. Of all the obJectlons to the legls-
1

A 3 g d ] . . 3 - 5 ‘ ‘ 0
ationt or-Reconstructaon, that having to do with increased taxa-

. . } " tion provoked the strongest opposition. The tax burden feéll

- *

chlefly upon land- OWNers, wno saw thein taxes being used for the

.\

support ol a system deslgned to educate the children of the1r

forner slaves and present tenants With the1r long held prefer- ’

enceé for prlvate schools, the plantatlon class felt a doublev

sense 'of injustice. Under a publlc school system, owners would

.

be obligated to pay through thtir taxes the expenses for schobls

for Blacks while, in many instances;. their own children continued
i D 37 . o .- : \,
in private schools.,” . . . :

<_. The reluctiance of conservative whites in Savannah to support

*fully thé education of Blacksfdid not dampen the enthusiasm of

others who tried to establish'schools forrBlacksJ Nontherners,‘ ~f‘; .?
religious missionaries and phllanthroplc organlzatlons took up |

‘the battle-cry to aid Blacks in the1r :;fort to obtaln an educétlon I .

‘: ,Vortherners supplled books, materials, and teachers_for xouthful e

and elderly Blacks who were eagerly trying to prepare themselves

for the opportun1t1es that the”Civil War had brought. Blacks did

not depend wholly on the efforts of frlendly whites, howeVer. Here
and there Blacks set up schools at the1r ownr expense, génerally

Q ‘ ' under a Black teacher. " The enthuslasm generated by Northerners
, ) R

e , . N
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AL g i '
and Savannah lacks apurred lqcal whltes toward 1ncrea51ng their %
support for Blacknedacatlon. At’times," the local Board of Educa-

tion was reticent aDOut al locatlng sufflclent funds to Black schools,
\ »

but noderate whites. and unconpromlslnc Blac« 1eiders would not allow

the local board a momen 's rest if it appeared that the educatlon .

2]
of young 3lacks was being neglected Consequently, Savannah tried -(f&
to eSLabll;§ a system of schools for ‘its Black c1tlzens that was :
in nany ways progre551ve apd set a pace for education that many . %N%
Geor ra C1t169 tried to lmltate d ; 4 ‘ S

."

-~

~y

The establishment of schools set the stage for and created an’

atmospnere ouﬁ,of which Black Profe551onalgwoulo develope.

[N
‘\

fessional classes beoan to appear among Blacks to a substa:tlal
s J

degree after the Civil War. - The appearance of a class of Blaek

prote551onals uepenaed upon the presence of a permissive educatlonhl

(L.

climate and the development of Black educational institutions which

+ . - N -

evolved chiefly from missionary and philanthropic effortsvduring

the Reconstruction period. Charles é. Johnson lh The Negro College‘ .

Graduate and Carter G. Woodson in The Negro Proféssional Man and

the Community noted though that some Blacﬁ ?ﬁofessaonals appeared
in the pre-Civil War perlod but their number were very small and

-"limited nalnly to the free Black populatlon kS ' Whereas free Blacks

could enter some fields with a minimum of tra1n1ng, qualification .

-

for work in professional flelds demanded more formal education. |

- 1 -

\
Education for Blacks was, of course, v1ewed w1th d15faVor by whites,

-~

-~ <

g
Pl N

who controlled the socio—econdhic system. AR ~5«Lﬁ% . -
' . . | [l »"P“A . v

+ e T VR

The development of a profe551onal group among/Blacks best

P

indicated by the number o£ college and professxonal school graduates,
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and Savarhah did not have many Blacks in fhese categories. Georgia

<

tate Industrial Col ege, iq’Savannah was not established unti

1891.% als

This meant that*fthe relativé number of “Black professI

in Savannah was not as high as in Atlanta, where there wexe four

Black colleges emphasizing the liberal arts. Those B

graduates of

g

ionals who made their homes in Savannah were usual

-Atlanta University. They included teachers, nisters, lawyers,

substantially by the 1880 s,
— . . /7 . .
Black cleroymen and teacher appeared in Savannah as early as

1866 Physicians and dentis began to appear in Savannah ‘and_the _

SQULH as early as 1870, but .their numbers remained small. Between

l890 and 1900 the number of Black phy51c1ans doubled in_Savannah. 39

- -

e
hough a few Black lawyers were found in the South during Reconstruc-

-

tion period the number of Blacks 1aent1f1ed wi-th the legal profes:%f

>

sion- remained small and made slow progress. Legal practicq for
Blacks was fraught W1th economic “insecurity. Not only were potential

N

clients, in the main comparatively poor, but.too often the Black

», TMASSES failed to patronize Black\lawyers. 40 For this reason,

[ ——

=2
more than four Black lawyers throughout the per- |

7

iod 1865-1900. Black. phy51c1ansawere also extremely few. In 1893,

_\ Savannah never h

there-were ten Black physicians in Savannah.4l Their practice was

\
limited largely to Blacks, w1th few whites.. Many phy51c1ans wereg

-~

. also 1nfluential in docal affairs because of thelr profes51onal

vconpetence and theix popularity.- Some were also 1nfluent1al in

L) 14

”
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Undoubtedliy, the most talented and socially accepted Black
_ —ph 'cianhin Savannah was+~Dr. /Simon Palmer Lloyd. Lloyd developed
/one of the largest -practices in Savannah and was also active 'in

-Bocal afra1rs. The Sava nah Tribune said on more than one occa- ,/

sion that Lloyd was o of the c1ty s most ”d1st1ngu1shed" phy- /S
> . S
‘ sicigns and was popylar with both wh1te and Black but Lloyd rea'/

7 . lized that he could better help both h1mself and other Blacks if”

he could use/hi popular1ty to obtain an important position in the

unicipal govérnment. Local Black Leaders in Savannah cooperated
® oy .
%ha threw tHeir support behind him when he sought to become the -

M
3

2

first Bla ¢ doctor appo1nted as city phys1c1an. Llaoyd was reluCtant

to apply'for/the position at f1rst because. no Black man ‘had eve

gbefore held such a position in Savannah bug when he realized that he
- R

-
onS1derable support from Blacks and moderate wh1tes he d1d not,

'hol back. Accordingly, three of Savannah’s most d1st1ngu1shed Black

‘

physicians, led by Lloyd appl1ed for the post‘on October 27,51894.

C1ty officials felt that white phys1C1ans had adequately attended

~

‘1tQ the medlcal needs pﬁ&Blacks and .there was no need for Black doctors.

. Lloyd however, stressed the fact that -Blacks v1ro%?lly equalled
Py 84 -
wh1tes in populat1on, and they expected a meimher of their race to .

be app01nted as c1ty phys1c1an. Blacks had Just ‘cast a substant1a1
»yote for Mayor Herman Meyers, who was elected in 1894 The mayor
- his support behind Lloyd, and the result was his appo1ntment

n 1895.42 Blacks felt that this was/ a tr1umph and moderates looked i

7/ : -
" upon the appointment as a victory for harmonious racé re1at10ns.

N k‘ ‘L
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Lloyd was in Savannah on June 16, 1866, the son of Josig
Lloyd, a s:ccessful grocer and at the tlme the oldest Black man in
bu51ness in the C1ty He attended Aelanta University,

\ : . Sano
in the class pr 1889, and after a yeatf of teaching_;n/Savannah he
entered medicgl school at the University{of Pennsyivania.
uated with sernd hono*é in May 1893 and returned to Savannah to

pracelce.43 As city physician, Lloyd continued the same energetic

pace he had followed in prlvate pracL%te At the end of his first
r

yeayr as city phy51c1an, he had treated 6, 712 Black patients and

'224 whites. He had made 64 2189 _house caIEET\ﬁeQEiyed 4 515 patients-
at his. office, and issued 108 hospital permits. &:\ffﬁyd discharged

hls dutles without any notlceable OPPOSItlon L if\\\\\f\\\\\\

.. When Lroyd left the c1ty post the Savannah Tribune claimed

tha; he had made a commendab}e neFord as the city's first Black:
physician. Reflectdng its middle class orientation, the Tr%bune
also noted .that hloyd had g}own in popularity with the upRer clasées
in Savannah and had made himself even more popular as city physician

than he hdd been in private bractice.44

= . { . s .
The one Blask physician in‘Savannah who rivaled Lloyd in com-

pet ence aﬁd popularity was Dr, Floyd Snelson, who must have come to

Savannah ébout-1880 from McIntosh County. He worked w1tg%such

leadlng p011€1c1ans as Louﬁs M. Pleysant Louis B, Toomer, and John

K,

)ﬂ Deveaux, and was Jusﬁ;as active in pOllthS as he was in med1c1ne.

.

_sSnelson got to know 1ead1ng white p011t1C1ans like H. patillo
Farrow and James Atkins, a Savannah 1awyer. As a member of then
Republlcan "1eadersh1p e11te " Snelson attended all” 1ocal and state

Republitan meetings, and was on committees, and 1nf1uent1al as - a -

- .23




h ] . . .
campaigner. As-a friend of Louis M. P easant and John H. Deveaux,

days. Snelson and th¢ new Black legdership of the l880’s were «

college graduates wh/o often were more articulate and urbané than some
® '
(¢ politicians. /Shrewd in the art of political

ﬂanloulatlon St 1son S group was qulck to puih its interests at the

of the leading whi
first 51gn of 1sun1ty among wh17es 1E'the Republlcan party. Fof
examplLe, Sne son was a member of the Black Republlcan caucus that
took over.the, State .Central Compittee of the Republlcan party in S
1882. Reco%n 21nc Snelsoan lofyal service to Republlcans, the Black
coalxtlon.nonlnated him for the office 6@ comptroller general on a
predomlnantly Black Republlca% tlcket Snelson recelved only 25,848

W. A. Wright. 45 3 ' - <y /'/

ie) /
Overwhelmlqg defeat d1d not dampen the’ﬁplrlt of Snelson. In

" votes to tqe 119,222 votes 7%st for his wh1te Democratlc opponent

1884, he ran for the Un1ted States House oﬁmRepresentatlves, togethe;

"3

with the Blacks, C.-L. Browntand James E. Hamilton. Because RepubllN ié

cans were hopelessly sp11t by 1884,“many Blacks voted for Democratlc

cand1dates. But. the Democrats usgdevery avallable means to

o A ' ///}"’

Snelson and his COlleagues. Snelson recelved 395 votes,/Hamllton///

H

401 and Brown 391. The1r whlte Democratlc opponents, Wllllam Gordon,"

Peter Rellly, and Gazaway Hartrldge recelved l 590 1 579 and l 789

46' . L 1) "f .
votes, respectlvely o ‘ R N

i
. | »

Snelson's p011t1ca1 act1V1t1es apparently dld not interfere w1th P
4 .

nis medical pract1ce His populanaty as a politlcan made him suth

a well‘known man that many Blacks came to him partly because of his

————— ,‘.._

political popularlty The Savannah Trlbune clalmed that Snelson was - °

;
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one of the more respectedepny51c1ans and 'surgéons-in the city.

* e

Because of hlS gompetence rp med1c1ne ‘he reportedly had good

pp—

.,offer% from some of the 1ead1ng med1ca1 1nst1tut10ns in Boston,

/4/>///h,New York, pnd Washingt%g, ﬂ. C. The T*lbune 'said that Blacks‘of
- , ) i 47

Savannah'needed Snelsorf and urged him do remain, which he di

- - Ay

8 . )
Other Black physicians were Dr G McKane and his wife Dr 3
USRI NV : / ’ . //

A, Woodby McKane. The uc&anes weTe two,of the

e physicians in Sayanhah\ Mrs. McKane was t

. physi;ian-in all Georgiar McKane helping his patients

McKane was the first

was more important tRan making & pro
7 K 48

[+

o for a hospital for Blacks.
~ . "He felt that, competenq&glack sicians could better care .

- S

L members of the1r race thanould whltes., To make his dream reallty,
-~ )’ *

& WgKane, together with hys W1fe, ‘es abllshed the McKane Hospltal in

3 ?Q:\early 1893. The. WCKanes treated t e1r pat1ents at the hosp1ta1~7
- ) |

with so much care and comthence t at 1t was ‘sajid, their efforts

weTe rarely equailed by those of ﬁny phy51C1an in town. 49 .The

.

}/H .~ institution, howeVerf~was more thgn Just a hospltal. It also con-

ducted a training school for nursé% By tra1n1mg Blacks at the y

¢

PR school, both men’ and women, the McKanes felt that those who succeed-

- . . -b/

ed in the pro%ram/could go out 1n\the community and give better

i . .

S nedlcal gare to Blacks who could/ﬁorureadlly obta1n the servrces of -

'

o a phygiéian. The Georgia inflrmarx% a’hospltal eotabllshed for« .

.Blaéks as early as 1834, .had‘failed'to,eétablish syoh‘a'program.3
¢ ‘/"§

" When ouzpatlents needed med1C1ne they dld not need to go downtown, .

N

for the McKane hospital also had a dlspensary. Prescriptions weére

-~ . ' . . . <
.25 : ' I F ’ ) !
ek R B N - - 1 ‘.
N .
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- T NP
fiY¥led for the smallest'ﬁossible fee, so tha? those{who neede

v . -

medlcrne cond oB;a{n 1t. . T B )
. L4 : :

The McKanes also set up an advanced program for Elacx students

.

3 , .
who wanted to go on to more intensive medlcal tralnlng. This

tralnrng orOgram began in September 1893 and was both theoreti-
Y / s
‘cal.and pTaCLlC in deslgn. A student rémiined in tne program

-

ror two years,,and onte he had f1n1shed he was prepared—to attend
: N ?
spne of the ”best redlcal colreges in’ the qountry : Tnose who

entered the‘neolc progr am had to. pass ‘an entrance examlnatlon

.

that en ﬁ aslzed comprenenslve knowleoce of the Bngllsh language.§1

® 5

When McKane and h1s W1fe left SaVannah in 1893 for‘%frlca the

‘\"

Savannah Trlbune decxared that- Savanna facks hated to see ‘then
< .

leave, . for the whole-communrty owed th.n%gkdebt of gratltude. ’But

,

the McKanes felt a "deep sens\ ~of duty. an&aobllgatlon" to_ard
o e

’k./

Africans, and 1eft fS:“Afrxca to do whatqthey could ‘ McKanes L

'.

had establlshed a“competent staff at the hospltal and it continued o

to functlon. Those who took up the task fulfllled one of the lonO-'

\ L (, .

held aspirations of the Mc&anes‘by maxlnc the hospltal a community

pro;ect, cared for and, supported by those 1t served ‘The hosplt&l

sponsored choral rec1tals, readlngs drllls, and other activitdes

tha allowed the community to part1c1pate *and become a part of the
L . .

institution,by helping t0'support 1t.52 . .

///Vecessity as well as initiative was responsibie for such efforts

Ly

“at self-help., Race reiat A5 in Savannah deteriorated in the late

|

/
189&'; espesrylly, and whltes began 1ncrea51ng1y to resentcB%ack
<7 VAR

physiglans treatlng whlte patlents, or white, phys1c1ans treatlng

26‘




3 . ° -
' black patiénts Hence a measure’ wa%'lntroduced in the c1ty councll

i 1895 to compel B1REK phy51c1ans ko treat Blacks only and w 1te
5 ¢ S
phy51c1ans to treat, whltes only. yack phy51c1ans and the Black 3

. T.community knew/the wh1tes' attltudes and decided to- make more. .
. - )
. > efforts toward supportlng thelr own hosp1tal The att1tude of the

»

. ‘‘whites' created a racial cllmate in which Blacks felt they had best _

>
-
4 »

rely more on the1r own efforts. The attltuge of the whltes<was

~ - 4. .

>
3,~paradox1cal for just two years earller‘ﬁhe mayor had app01nted \Q
’ as’ one of four c1ty phy51c1ans a Black doctor who treated a number*‘ »
LI ¢ of whites who showed no resentment toward the Black doctor.53 ,

. on

To be surep-Black phy51c1ans deplored the rlslng raclsm of the

A, .

1890's, but they could not~deprecate nge‘of.the constructlve re- .

By

ts born of &hls dasharmony, especlally Black self rellance.
" " e
Patlents who once went to whlte phy51c1ans now: turned to phy51C1ans

N
1” .

0N of .their own race. Wlth the increase in patlents, many Black phy-

i

' sicians. By September 1893 the Tribune cla1med that Savannah had ..

S elght black male phy51c1ans and sungeons, and one Black female

R L4
- doctor. A 115t of the more successful doctors 1ncluded Jasper H.

Bugg, T. James Davms, B C Snelson,, . Ge Small G. Bryant Wholly,
T\$\,J- 'G; McKane, F. €. Lambert and C.,A Bla1r.54 Kermlt Smalls, in thé:

Year Book of Savannah conflrmed the Tribune's cla1m that Savannah

B 1 was a“ C1ty where Black phy51C1ans had experlenced a good deal of
o ' success, and Blacks had not had to. worry unduly about thelx doctors"i

EKC g S

Provided by ERIC . ‘ Py

51c1ans now“barned more, and Black patients dlscovered that their
. + own phy51c1ans were usually comp tent and often the equals of the )
. '_ ' best whlte doctors.: SeVeral Black publlcatlons p01nted kut thata f_u: .
. the l890's had brought k! new appreciation for Savannah's Black phy- R



A

t . leaving Savannah for better opportunltles

' . . |

If Savannahl’ could boase of lLS talented Black thSlClanSv it
c’

could also speak with pr1oe of 1ts dentlsts One of the first -
' ‘Blacx dentlsts to come to Savannah was Dr. F. C. Lambert Lambert

came to Savannan in 1887 and became one of the leading Blacks in

B

we, —the city. Lambert was born in Bernuda, British West Ind1es, and
received his educatlon there. Belore coming to Savannah he taught
school in Bermuda. hhen he éame to the United States he went to

New York to study dentistry, and afterwards “he settled 1n Savannah

wnere he practlced dentlstry untll h1s death in February 1900. 35 )

3 ’ - Lambert advertised hls buslness in. such a manner as to c1ve

prospectlveggatlents the "idea that he was a dentist who had ex- -
PN ) xq

. ' pertise that could hardly be excelled. In January, 1889, the

s

AN Trahune carr1ed one' such advertlsement of Lambert St

-
c .
v ’ R

PR S A1l 1rreog]prxt1es in teeth arg corrected with .
- perfection. .Teeth are, ‘exttacted without any .8
.- . pain.*® Whole-and partial plates .are covered b .- .
Lt ,  With sllver or gold. 56

|
|
b
|

‘ded L. S. Parks, E. D.

simed that he gave '"no-

Other Black ‘dentists in Savannah ‘incl
57

Bulkley, and Gharles Backman. Bulkley

% ; v
t thlng but the best" treatment to his patlents.sg Backman was _ the

leadlng Black dent1st of the C1ty after Lambert: ‘While Backman

L]
also extracted teeth he took a. speclal 1nterest in the making ofﬂ
)

art1f1C1al plates. ‘He also sold his pat1ents ”tooth powder and " . g"
\‘A

- tooth brushes” from a small dental sotre 1ocated beside h1s offlce,59

Along with its Black dentists and pﬂysic1ans,.8avannah also had " ‘

three Black veterinarians. The flrst Black veterlnarlan to develop .

-

‘in 1874. The best qualified of the veterinary surgeons was J. F.

) . L ' v ) ‘ -. e e ‘

i
a 1arge practlce was P. G. Perry, who set up practlce in Savannah 1




N Y

.
. . * ‘ , -
'/ L]

.

. ¢ . ¥ . : R . .
Frazier 60 He had recelved some of his.education in America, but
had al;p studied <in Eag*ana in advanced progzams‘for veterinary
Because, of his high scholarship he was selected a .

C ¥ , :
member of the Royal college of Veterinary.Surgeons.

/ surgeons.

‘He came to

N : : T { . ,
Savannah 17,1889 and became one of the more respected veterinarians

. ' v
in the city 61" The oaher Black veterinarian wHo ga1ned promlnence
in Savannah was Willliam Polla d. 62/ . Ry S

t

Savannah Blacks-who ha 1egal problehs usually carrled them

1o white 1awyers because they be;leved thdt the legal adVlce of

nltes was simply- more Lellable fhan that coming from Black lawyers.

Black physlc1ans.

?k growth of a 1arge number of'Bla

'\‘* ' 65 N

/

* was located on Oglefhor
"were G. H. Miller and J. H.

the most successful lawyer,

office was located on Bryan
populatéd with Blacks.
. While Savannah's Black lawyers did not find the c1ty the most

. profltable place for establlshlng a practlce, such was not the case

S who establlshed

for Black newspape:§. Like Black phy51c1ans, Bla
newspapers..in Savannah found a ready recebtibn‘inlthe
ity. To be sure, some of the pgblicationéhlasted~on1f briefiy.

g |

lack commun-“

3
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-

Otherﬁ howevers: lasted more than thirty years. The period frpm

1880 to 1900 say. tha\blrtn 4f. several Black/newspapers in Savannah.

This was “Zhe tlme.when rac=sm reached a new 1ntens1ty, and Blacks

beaan to rely more on themselves. It was loclcal that they would

-—

also want to give voice to. thelr V1ews through their own publlca-
S. . ..
.The first Black publication in Savannah after the Civil War

was -the Southern Radical and Preedmen s Joq;na‘«/It began publica-

p——

g ‘

s edlLOT and owner. In 1868 Simms

tion in 1867\w§th Janes__f
changed the e Eihls paper to the Freedmen s Standard. The .

men's Standard as larger than the Southern Radical and

“reedmen's Journal. .Simms was an able editor of both papérs. How-

.ever, he was so active in political and civic affairs that he did

not have enouch time for his newspaper.

]

The Freedmen S Standard was followed by the Savannah Tribune, -

founded in- 1875 by Louis B. Toomer, L. M. Pleasant and John H. -~

[N LI

Deveaux three of Savannah's leading Republlcan polltlclans The
1

Trlbune declared that it was "devoted to the,;advancement, and eleva-

tion of the :colored race. The Tr1bune Wlll be “firm in its advocacy
) AP

n
?

of justice to the colored race, and will endeavor to teach them 3 Lt

,

thelr\dutles as Chr1st1ans and c1tlzens.66 In 1889, L. B. Toomer

cleft thelﬂrlbun\\‘\and\\l§§g~_John H. Deveaux was. replaced as editor

l,,‘

by Sol Johnson. Johnson was even more mllltant than Deveaux in de-
nunciation of ‘racial injustice. The Tribune was a Republlcan organ. .

-

and was understandably militant, espeC1ally since 1t was a polltleal

‘1

party organ publlshed by Blacks. The Tribune supported Black Sy

Republlcans down' the llne and many Blacks in Savannah folloWed the !

. S . . .
‘ b . VT . N
. v_‘\ L ’ - O . * ! oy
. . . . . ) ¢t . . e v
P - . R . ' . ' N _— e
. ' . . .
. - R ) . s e et
- . .
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advice of the Tribune.

The Tribune had an unfriendly rival in the Sawvannah Weekly Echo,

8 N N
whnich began publication In 188l. T. Thomas Harden was editor of o
. \ < - /,‘
- ' - - . - - ‘- . ‘-‘_. e
+his.outspoxen organ that took an independent position on political |

&y issues. Harden was a forceful and dedicated newspiper—man who took

-

X

» his work seriously. He felt that it was his gesponyibility to in-

€
-

- . e Ty s ~ " .
form the 3lack community on ‘all 1mportanz\}§sues,and to take issue

.
- .

with any-pubiication, black or white, if it tried to {eceive Blacks.
~ - . ) . s
s Harden's concern for Blacks paidtoff, for his publication became

L)

.'1 o 3 . :
the largest 3lack newspaper in the state. No one who rgad the Echo .

. ' . ) Voo :
couid doubt the coverage and outstanding combativenes$ of its editor.

s \ L

.

For example, in 1882, Harden denouacéd H. Patillo Farrow, .a leading {:}

white Republijcan, and other politicians. who felt they could use
. N Y 4

Blacks as tools. He resented the fact that Farrow had the power to °

decide whether a &1ack'ﬁan."wa§ fit to be chairman of the Republican -

Executivet Committee of Georgia or nbt." Harden continued:

It is high éime that the whitewashed Republicans, - .
. ‘sorehead .Intlependents and galvanized Democrats be ’ .
) . ' made to take a back seat. We (Blacks) don't intend - .
S Y ‘to beg our way out-at this late date. Neither do we -
* . intend to worshtp disguised’politicians, Independents, -
Republicahs, ~and Democrats’ who expect to use the - . .
- Echo as a tool. .Those who expect to Use the!Echos o e
- as a tool<will be sorely mistaken and will. find it
out in the sweet byg and bye. We are not running
_thi's Journal with the expectatipn to be led. To ’
. the .contrary, we run it and are determined .to” lead...
¢ ® approach us right side“up land with care, and you will :
_be duly recognizad. 67 - - . ‘
’ ) ) -1 . . [ .
Harden was unrelenting in his condemnation of Blacks who made -

» |

a0 .2 practice of "bribing ‘and gaggingiBlacksfwko sought to lead fellow

< ‘ . B .
Blacks to first class citizenship, Hardqg-also condemned Blacks

. / .
M . . LI N ‘ .
! . [ - - - 31 . - °
. . - e ) . ‘
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&

wno accep ed positions irom white Republicans. He roundly de-
. L Y . - - L . \\

{ nounced T,. M. Pleasant, who was collector of the Port of Savannah,

and der ded Blac s who worked at the United States Customs Office:
0 \ .
x

/The most degrading position in the Savannah -

{ Customs ‘House is cleanlnc spittoons, blacking ,
A boots, and holding cdcar butts, and when our,
n;ghtoned colored men accépt a job, under the’

. bosses they are assigned such work. Are there

s . ’ ' no better positions for educated men? 68
ther Black publicat ons’ in ‘$avannah existed briefly during
the la*ter part f the nineteenth century, but they did not gain

‘the w1de c1rculatlon of the Echd. The Savannah Phoenix began publi-

catlon in 1886 s&s a weexly Its editor, James Sykes; had worked
f
"crosely with the Repudlican party durlnc Reconstruciion, and his

69

*paper not purprlsrncly devoted much space to pollt;cs. Like-

w1se, the ILndependent Regubllcans, ‘which becanspubllcatlon in '

> 1899 carried a great deal of political news. Thls .paper was or- "\

cranl.zed and supported by some of Savannah's: 1ead1ng Black ministers

- who were alsO'acttv% Republicans. Reverend L.. M. Maxwell a Con-
oregationalist Reverend Emanuel K. Love, pastor ‘of the First

~! 1
Afrlcan Baptls%vChurcn,gJ B. Sheftall, Reverend J. B Lofton M.

<

-
N

s..
-G. Robinson, and‘?1chard Spencer were the largest stocxholders in

. " the enterpri?e. M. C. Christophewr, former editor of the Southern

~

Revlew was selected as the edltor and business manager. The office

. .
was 1ocated in the Guskenheimer Bu11d1ng in downtown Savannah- .-

i

Typical of Black publications 1n Savannah, the'paper was four pages

. 70 . v g
) in length and had elght columns, = . . . {
N s . 4
. ' « The very foundlng of the Independent Republlcan 1nd1cated that

l

\ there was division within the ranks of Black Repﬁbllcans iy Savannah,

° : v . I B .

°
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The Tribune was the standard bearer of Biack Republicans in: Sav-
' PR . [ ' .
annah, but at times 3lack Republicans disagreed strbngly. Dissi-

dent Bepublicans decided it would be best to establish an organ

r-

of their own. : The Reveleac Enanuel X. Love was a powerful Repub-

~

dlican who had influence Wth Republicans, along with his close

4

friend, Richard R. Wriéht, Sr., president of Georgia-State Indus-
Atrial College. Tifese men collided occasignally with Sol, Johnson3

editor of the Tribuyne. In order to air their political views
o
nlca they felt were not adequately Tepresented in the Tribune,

.Love, Maxwell, and other dissident Republlcans establlshed the

2

Independent Republicans.
=

Other puollcaelons in Savannah that were not so devoted to

Y k2

politics included the Wasonlc Eye and the Southern Banner, both .

founded in 1895.71 The Baptist Truth began publlcatlon in 1900

and became one of the more influential Black newspapers in tire

state.72 The Savannah Gazetee was founded in 1901 Z. W, Ban—

[S N

"jamin and H. A. Hagler were the editors of the small but influen-

tial publlcatlon.73 In 1906, the Pythian Advocate made 1ts debut. .

o

The Advocate was organized and owned by J.W. Armstrong, W. G. Knox,
J. C. Hamilton, J. W. iforthington, E., W. Sherman, E. W. Houston, ’
and J. W. Whitak?r. The Advocate Publishing Company's charter ‘
ndlcated—that the Advocate would publish newspapers, perlodlcals,_

maga21nes, pamphlets an& booKs and all other materials when 4sked.74 o

s Some Black newspapers were established because Blacks felt
they were being discrimipnated agalnst by the existing wh1te news=

.papers. This was. the case of ‘the Labor Unioh Advocate. For example,

the Evenlng Call, the organ of the‘Knights of Labof, was established
N /
in 1886 to voice the views of Black and white laborers but it soon

33




beeame anti-black. When the Central’Railroad hired Black laborers
ratner than whites' because Blacxs would work for less, the Evening
Qalli editor was indignant. He charged that whites had keen ftred
because they were less aoc1,e than Blacks. The paper implied tPat
Bl;ck laborers should not have been used to replace whites, ‘be-
cause whitesfwere "more kindred to the Board of whites that con-

trolled the Central Railroad 75

Behind the Call's fury was the =

dissatisfaction o: the Knlghts of Labor Wlbh Black laborers. The

Savannah Trlbane called upon the Black Knlghts of Labor to investi-

»

gate the p051t101 ‘taken by the Evenlng Call and to sever the1r
.

connections_with the union if it appeared to be in their best inter-
76 ‘ ' ; ' '

/ - -
est. .
- e ]
Black laborers who had their own unioh,took the advice of the

Tribune. Black laborers dlso establ;shed{the‘Labor'Union’Recorder

in 1886. The Labor Union Recorder, edited by I. W. Lewis; became

a regular champion of the - cause of Blacks. Dur{ng the time that

Lewis -was editor, only Black Laborers were employed on the staff of

c

the-Recorder; but when E. J. Crane, a lead;ng\Black Savannahian,,
became editor in 1894, he fired most of the Black émployee§'and Te-

placed them with whites When a white apprentlce applied for work

at the Recorder he was accepted,-but when the white worker found
that he would have to work under a Black foreman, he withdrew his

appllcatlon Crane wanted the white man,'so‘he placed him in a

' p051t10n where he would not have to*work under a Black superVLsox_77

¢

There were Blagk;printers in-Savannah who :had organized them- "

>

selves iqto a union. by 1893, Yet they had been unable to 1nfluence

-~ 34
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Sl . , N
ise policy of thé Labor Uniom Recorder.’~ This did not indicate,

[— 4
e
o*

n3§bver, that the Black printers had no influence. The Black
srinters numbered twelve by 1893, and some were quite successful. N
Joan Brown and Ciyde Hughes were highly successful. They printed

materials for a large nunber of Blac k ormanlzatlons from their’

Ped
-~
a®
3

shop on Barnard Street.’> . ;Z <o el

"

; I
’ - <. . . Lo . - ey £
/ Black newspapers and printers 1n ngannahecooperated'w1th - of

. -~ ’ . - . ’ ’ - - ' .
other Blacks in the state who tried to erfcourage Biack -publications.

viost of Savannah's Black newspapermen attended a state-wide meeting
of Black nrinters held in Augusta in 1892, Some of the officials -

- v I
elected were S. X. rloyd of the Augusta Sentinel, as president, and

d. A, Hagler‘of the Savaanah Advocate, who was.eletted first v‘cef» .

. Pk . - .
v

presldent. A, /O:\Carter of the Black and White, was elected sglre-

-

‘ tary, and Sol Johnson, edntor of tlie Trkbhne,,was elected trfasurer. <
LR

~ e

’.‘“\J 7
Tne part1c1patlon of Savannah s Black newspapermen»1

* ference in Augusta sy; olized the arrival of a def1n1te class of —

‘

.Black professiondls he city. Black newspapers in’Savannah were

oablished by a group of college men who often rivaled white Black

>

neWspapermen in the quallty of coverage they provided for-act

71n the Black communlty 8l - - Py \\;\; ' ‘ )

3

A true class of Black profes51onals did not ex1sv in Savannah

N prlor to tbe 1880's.- To be sure, there had been Black teachers,

nlnlsters, and physicians in Savannah before 1880, but they grew
? in‘number'in that decade.- In addition,‘during the '1880's .those

"Blacks in the professlonal'classes were largely college graduates:

y p ﬁ. f
They were consclentlous and set the tone of the Black cthunlty
(4

85 e
.
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» . . . ‘ ‘

These Black professionals oiten were not only successful at.their
A

chosen professions, But also assunmed positions of leadership in

. . - >

s *

- K T _ A - - .
civic affaixs and fought valiantly to secure the political, social,
. “.‘ - ’ : ‘-. - i ’Ai:y ! e

and econdmic rights of their people. - Public education and Black

professionals helped to build a strong Black community in Savannah.

) ~ vy 2

The education of the Black masses and leadership of Savannah's

o ~ . ) L4
Biack professionals served as

-

a pillow of Biack soliety.

-
.
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